Nomination Summary, Betsy Frederick

Betsy Frederick has worked during her adult years on projects to increase the opportunites for K-12 students, especially girls and “minority” students,  to find their way to successful school experiences that will in turn prepare them for post-secondary education and meaningful careers.  She has done this as teacher, consultant, and volunteer in programs related especially to science, mathematics, and technology.  She spent the major portion of her career teaching for Albuquerque Public Schools. 

Betsy has been called a “Connector” to borrow the Malcom Gladwell descriptor from his book, “The Tipping Point”.  She has been active in New Mexico’s education community since the mid 70s and when an occasion arises where someone is say, “Who would know about that?”, Betsy is able to make the link to a person or group with the sought after expertise or passion for that issue.  She reads widely, stays as informed as possible, and shares what she knows.  She has linked two major programs for math and science which leverages both of their goals.  One is the Adventures in Modeling, an effort of the Santa Fe Institute and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the other is Adventures in Supercomputing Challenge, a year-long math and science program.  These projects, acting independently and reaching out to an overlapping set of teachers and students, are working collaboratively and increasing the d scope of both.

With a colleague and the urging of the New Mexico Network for Women in Science and Engineering, Betsy initiated an annual workshop to encourage the participation of young women and girls in math and science.  Because of her connections, she was able to find women in many different fields of science to participate in the Expanding Your Horizons (EYH) Conferences.  Twenty-five years later, the Conference continues to draw scientists and girls together on a Saturday in March to engage together in science activities and discussions about preparing for exciting careers in mathematics, science, and technology.  At the 2005 EYH workshop, Betsy will conduct a session using Palm Pilots.  The girls will “beam” information to each other and will need to figure out how a virus is spreading.

Betsy is a two-time breast cancer survivor.  She has been active through People Living Through Cancer (PLTC) as Chair of the Breast Cancer Committee organizing the annual Breast Cancer Vigil to honor survivors, their families and caregiving communities, and also those who died.  As part of a PLTC Breast Cancer Support Group, first as a newly diagnosed patient and now as a survivor Betsy is often asked by PLTC to talk with women who wish to discuss their treatment or reconstruction after mastectomy options.   Betsy has maintained a web site for New Mexicans who are interested in national and local resources for support and information and breast cancer. http://nmbcr.org.  

Betsy Frederick has been a long-time “connector” for schools communities wishing to work with counterparts around the world.  Her work with the International Education and Resource Network has brought students in New Mexico close to students countries like Bosnia, Israel, Spain, and Argentina.  The projects teach children the power of global citizenship.   

