Governor’s Award for Outstanding New Mexico Women

Nomination of

Jeanne Banks

The New Mexico Network for Women in Science and Engineering (NMNWSE) is proud to nominate Jeanne Banks for the Governor’s Award for Outstanding New Mexico Women because she is a truly exceptional person who cares about her community and educational opportunities for young people and workingwomen.

Jeanne believes that young women must be encouraged to pursue mathematics and science during elementary and secondary education so they have a broader range of career choices.  As a member of NMNWSE for over twenty years, Jeanne has spent many hours supporting NMNWSE’s annual “Expanding Your Horizons” conferences.  We hold “EYH” career and seminar days each spring for young women throughout New Mexico in grades 7-12.  It is a day of lecture, workshops, and seminars that expose young women to the many career choices available with a strong math foundation.  Jeanne is currently serving on the NMNWSE State Board of Directors in her fourth term.  Jeanne has stated “My involvement in NMNWSE gives me the opportunity to serve as a more realistic science and engineering role model for young women, making scientific careers more desirable for them.”

Jeanne’s passion to help women achieve their dreams is evidenced through her very active membership in the American Business Women’s Association (ABWA).  She has never forgotten the scholarship provided by an Albuquerque ABWA chapter when she was a student at New Mexico State University.  Jeanne developed and honed her leadership skills in ABWA.  Raising scholarship funds and mentoring young women locally for 25 years, she began participating at the national level some years ago.  She served as General Chair for the 2001 National Convention held in Albuquerque, bringing 2000 ABWA members to our charming state.  She was selected in 2003 as one of ABWA’s Top Ten Business Women.  Jeanne ran for national office that same year and was elected to the National Board of Directors.  She has continued to serve on the Board as National Vice President and is currently ABWA’s National President.  She leads its over 40,000 members to achieve their mission of professional development and educational support for women.  She serves on the Board of Trustees for ABWA’s educational foundation granting over $1 million in educational grants.

At Northrop Grumman (formerly TRW), Jeanne has served for several years as the Albuquerque coordinator for the Northrop Grumman Foundation.  She eagerly accepted this role because, like ABWA, the Northrop Grumman Foundation has education as its first grant criteria.  She has directed over $90,000 into the community through grants to New Mexico Symphony Orchestra, Meals on Wheels, New Mexico State and Regional Science Fairs, Explora, Campfire, and many other organizations.  Northrop Grumman bestowed upon Jeanne their Woman of Achievement Award in 2004… “In recognition of her accomplishments in advancing the professional, economic, social and business presence of women in the workplace.”

Jeanne Banks deserves this award because she is an outstanding woman of integrity and compassion who devotes a great deal of her energy to making a difference for other women and her community.

